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Residents share concerns about school budget 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— At the April 27 Board of Se- 
lectmen meeting, School Com- 
mittee Chair Maria Tucker 
spoke during the public com- 
ment time, on behalf of the 
committee, regarding the cut to 
their proposed budget. She said 
the schools received a 16 per- 
cent, or over $1 million, cut to 
their budget. Tucker said North 
Brookfield School Superinten- 
dent Richard Lind, and their 
school staff have been “very 
dedicated” to their students 
during a challenging year. 


Tri-board meeting 

Kiley said he watched the 
School Committee meeting 
from the previous night and 
commented on Tucker’s request 
to hold a tri-board meeting of 
the School Committee, select- 
men and Finance Committee. 
Kiley said they have held tri- 
board meetings 1n the past, and 
they are an “absolute waste of 
time.” Kiley said the School 
Committee sets the budget 
and the town has “no input” 
in that budget. Kiley said giv- 
ing the school the increase they 
requested in their proposed 
budget, exceeded their 2 '2 
percent levy limit. He said the 


levy limit is $165,000 and the 
school requested an increase of 
$367,000. 

“Money out can’t exceed 
money in,’ Kiley said. “The 
school budget isn’t under our 
control, that’s the whole prob- 
lem,” Kiley said. He said they 
have other departments they 
are required to fund in addi- 
tion to the school. Tucker said 
they create their budget based 
on the needs of the school and 
stressed the need for open com- 
munication with the selectmen 
and Finance Committee. Tuck- 
er said the school also has man- 
dates they need to cover with 
their budget, just like other de- 


partments. 

Tucker said when the school 
thrives, the town thrives. Kiley 
said he disagreed with her, say- 
ing that successful businesses, 
residents and others make the 
town thrive. Kiley said all the 
selectmen and Finance Com- 
mittee meetings are posted and 
open to the public, and the 
School Committee is welcome 
to attend and discuss issues. 

Tim Canada, a member 
of the School Committee, ex- 
pressed concern about the bud- 
get being cut 16% rather than 
reducing their 5% _ increase. 
Kiley said there is a decrease 
in Chapter 70 money from the 


state and North Brookfield has 
about a $500,000 shortfall. 
Superintendent salary 
A resident questioned why 
Lind is receiving a $20,000 
pay increase (approved at the 
School Committee meeting) 
before the budget has been set. 
Kiley said, “You can’t say that 
‘we are transparent, and then 
not act transparently.” He said 
the teachers get a 2% cost of 
living raise and a 2% step in- 
crease every year, while town 
employees were not able to. The 
resident asked why Lind was 
earning almost $200,000 a year 


See BUDGET | PAGE 3 





Board hears update on 
North Main Street upgrades 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
At the Tuesday, April 27 Board 
of Selectmen meeting, Sheila 
Orsi, of the Downtown De- 
velopment Committee, intro- 
duced Bill Paille and Jef Fasser, 
of BSC Group, to give an up- 
date about North Main Street 
upgrades. Paille said they are 
working on this project to 1m- 
prove the existing conditions 
of the sidewalks, making them 
ADA compliant and safer for 
pedestrians. 

ADA compliance, 
concerns 

Paille said there is some 
ADA compliance, such as ac- 
cess to the Town Hall, but it is 
inconsistent along the street. 
Other concerns include side- 


safety 


walk gaps, on-street parking 
and drives. He said utility poles 
are obstructing views of cross- 
walks. Paille said some of the 
driveways are very steep and 
need their grade reduced to be 
safer. 

Paille said the retaining wall 
in front of the church, utility 
poles (including double poles), 
and narrow spaces, and steep 
grades all pose a challenge. The 
sidewalk grade on Summer 
Street makes accessing the low- 
er level of the Town House dif- 
ficult. Several fire hydrants also 
prevent parking along the road. 

Project overview 

Different options to address 
these issues include three proj- 
ects: Maple Street to South 
Main Street on the east side (re- 


See UPGRADES | PAGE 3 





Quaboag Regional discusses 
further regionalization 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN -— The Quaboag 
Regional School Committee 
met the last week of April with 
Warren, West Brookfield and 
North Brookfield officials and 
several parents to discuss the 
district’s grant to explore re- 
gionalization. State Rep. Don- 
nie Berthiaume, R-Spencer, 
also attended. 

Originally the grant was 
to study —_ regionalization 
with North Brookfield and 
East Brookfield/Spencer, but 
Quaboag is now concentrating 
on North Brookfield. 

Quaboag School Committee 


Chairman Andrew Schwenk- 
er also announced during the 
meeting that the North Brook- 
field School Regionalization 
Committee had chosen that 
evening to explore regionaliza- 
tion with Quaboag. 

Schwenker said Quaboag’s 
work must finish by June 30, 
and much of it is being done by 
MARS consulting group. 

While potential costs sav- 
ings will be explored, first it has 
to make sense from a student 
standpoint, he said. The school 
district, along with North 
Brookfield School District, will 
be taking most of the next year 
to explore regionalizing, and 


See REGIONAL | PAGE 3 


Town Wide 


<2 
. Tay 


= : 


a ~ ok 


se 
Sa : 
= 

j 


ae 
ee i ee 


iz. af 
ae a 

























School, 


WEST BROOKFIELD — 
West Brookfield Common Committee 
organized Town Wide Cleanup Day 
on Saturday May 1. In coordination | 
with the Lake Cleanup Day organized 4 
by the Lake Wickaboag Preservation ay 
Association, the Common Commit- * 
tee filled a 15-yard dumpster serviced || 
by Hook and Haul. 

There were multiple families, stu- 
dents from Quaboag Regional High © | 

and friends who grabbed © 

their gloves and bags, all offered by | 
the Common Committee, and togeth- | 
er filled nearly 100 bags and lakeside 
trash items for disposal. 

The Committee also provid- 
ed helpers with a coupon gifted by | 
the Ye Olde Tavern and “bug-free” ~ 
wristbands from Country Bank. The 
Committee is happy to see street ways 
clean and help to keep our communi- 
ty beautiful. 

Thank you to all the supporters 
and volunteers! 


Above: Bill Blanchard sickest ii trash last ean on WicabGae Valley 
Road in West Brookfield. Inset: Mary Beth Czaja of the Lake Wickaboag 
Preservation Association picks up trash last Saturday. See more photos on 
page 6. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS 
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Grace Flamand, 11, at right, and 
Matthew Flamand, 7, left, took part 
in the kids fishing derby at the 
North Brookfield Sportsman’s Club. 


; 1 : 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD — The North Brook- B® 
field Sportsman’s Club in conjunction with the North 





Talyn Bussolari, 10, holds a fish she caught Noah h Gillette, 9, of North Brookfield, is patient Brookfield Police Department, sponsoring a free kids “Aes Le : 
at the kids fishing derby Saturday at the at the kids fishing derby Saturday atthe North ‘ishing derby this past Saturday at North Brookfield Abigail Davis, 5 1/2, and Saati Dea 7 


North Brookfield Sportsman’s Club. Breorneld — Club. Town Forest Park. Dozens of children, along with their caught fish at the kids asl sai 

Se th ae | eee a | eee rt re ut i | ct families were successful in catching many prize-worthy BP gs Ait ae 
“it i ri trout. The North Brookfield Police Department pro- . 

Li 2 i iH vided free snacks and beverages for all that attended. 
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ze He : : #5 it i Fa ps) | a a : rh = P a es we / la ea d i : 
Left to right are North Brookfield Police Sat € chris poraia’ Patrolman Kyle eadavall Patrolman Jeff Maddie and Macy, anit wid are 6, and —— Donais, all of North Brookfield fished aunina the kids fishing 
Martin, Sgt. Dave Churchey and Patrolman Erik Bishop, who helped sponsor the kids fishing derby. derby. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY PAULA QUIMETTE 


E\RST-TIME HOMEBUYEp 
OR REFINANCING? 





TOWARDS CLOSING COSTS. 


For 171 years, our neighborly values have turned 


the mortgage process into a great experience for 
M E ET J 0 M A R A b our customers. Putting a little extra cash in their 
; pockets hasn't hurt either. Now it’s your turn. 
Receive $500 or $1,500 credit towards closing costs 
when you open or have an existing Country Bank 
Checking account and 4 additional products or 
services with us. Contact us to see if you qualify. 


She prides herself on helping her 
community get to where they want 
to be. And she’s got a few awards 
to prove it. 


JoMaria Velez | 7 \ COU nt rybank 


Retail Loan Officer 


jvelez@countrybank.com -  *$500 for applications received for non-First Time Homebuyer loan programs and 
> $1,500 for applications received for our First Time Homebuyer Program. Valid only for 
NMLS #618959 ; residential owner- occupied mortgage applications received by Country Bank on or 


after May |, 2021 through July 31, 2021 with a closing date on or before September 30, 


: ; > 2021. First Time Homebuyer program restrictions apply. All loan applications subject 
Direct Dial: (413) 211-2318 ;  tocredit underwriting and property approval. Subject to change at any time. Country 
-  Bankwillcredit $500 or $1,500, depending on the program applied for, at closing if you 

Cell: (413) 668-4028 ° open or have an existing Country Bank Checking, along with a minimum of four (4) of 
; ; _ the following services: Internet Banking with e-Statements, Mobile Banking, State- 
Fax: (866) 506-7515 ; ment Savings Account/Money Market Account, Debit Card or ATM Card, Direct Deposit 


- _ Into your Country Bank Checking or Automatic payment of your mortgage from your 
- Country Bank Checking. All accounts and services must be established within twenty 
countr ybank.com/mor tgage-of, f EF =: — (20)days from the date of application to receive the credit. All accounts and services 
; are subject to individual approval. Only valid on applications received, approved, and 
closed with Country Bank. Other fees may apply. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Only one (I) coupon per mortgage application allowed. 
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REGIONAL | FROM PAGE 1 


the soonest a vote would be taken would be a year 
from now at Annual Town Meetings 1n both towns. 

It would mean amending the current regionaliza- 
tion agreement between Warren and West Brookfield, 
which are the two towns that make up the district. 
This would also happen at town meetings in both 
towns and North Brookfield. 

One of the potential upsides to such a union could 
be creating a true middle school for students from all 
three towns in North Brookfield Junior Senior High 
School, according to Schwenker and Quaboag School 
Superintendent Brett Kustigian. By moving seventh 
and eighth graders from Quaboag, there would be 
more room at Quaboag Regional Middle High School 
for more programs for high schoolers, Schwenker said. 
“Tt could be a true middle school model,” he said. 

Right now, QRMHS has a firefighting academy, 
two classes of a certified nursing assistant program and 
is developing an early childhood education program 
as it now has West Brookfield and Warren preschool 
programs combined at the school. The school will also 
have advanced manufacturing and already has metal 
and carpentry shops, along with CAD programming 
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and CNC machining. There isn’t much room left to 
offer additional programs, Kustigian said, and moving 
out seventh and eighth-graders would provide more 
space. 

It also provides an array of Advanced Placement 
classes in different subjects, he said. QRSD also offers 
Project the Lead Way STEM academics to students 
in kindergarten through sixth grade, which feeds into 
biological pathways beginning in seventh and eighth 
grade as they prepare for the high school grades. He 
also described QRMHS'’s state-of-the-art media cen- 
ter, which has computers with many different type of 
software applications, maker spaces and computers 
on which an e-sports team practices and competes. 

He also said the school fields many varsity and ju- 
nior varsity teams in a variety of sports. “Cheerlead- 
ing has just exploded in the last three or four years,” 
he said. And there are many extra-curricular activities 
at the school as well. 

Schwenker said the point of regionalization would 
be to provide more options for students, and possibly 
save money in the process. 

He said the committee will keep the communities 
informed about it finds out about regionalization. 
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setting curb, adding new curb, reestablishing sidewalk 
and making it consistent; Maple Street to Summer 
Street on the west side; and Summer Street to South 
Main Street on the west side. Paille believes they can 
fund the top project, the east side project or Phase 1, 
as the other two projects (Phase 2A and 2B) have more 
issues involving infrastructure and grading. 

The North Main Street project would realign curb- 
ing and establish parking. One issue is cars speeding 
coming down the hill by the cemetery. Realigning the 
curbing will create a more consistent travel lane, nat- 
urally slowing traffic. They will also establish seven 
parking stalls in front of the cemetery. Paille said they 
will narrow Maple Street slightly, to still allow deliv- 
ery truck access. The narrowing will create four new 
parking stalls on Maple Street. They will create a curb 
extension at the corner of Maple Street and in front 
of the liquor store. They will also maintain the angled 
parking. Four new spaces will be added in front of Gil- 
lette Restaurant Equipment. 

A new sidewalk from the church parking access 
drive to School Street will be established. They will 
create a five and half foot sidewalk and a safer cross- 
walk by adding a curb extension and signage. Official 
parking stalls will be added. They will realign the curb 
on School Street and clean up the sidewalk. This will 
be included in Phase | funding. 

Phase 2 is from Maple Street to Summer Street on 
the west side. They will address the sidewalk and add 
a ramp to be level with the doorways, which are cur- 
rently only accessible by stairs. There will still be access 
with stairs. Phase 2B continues to establish access to 
buildings, sidewalks, and maintaining parking. 

Paille said they will add decorate LED lighting 
along the corridor. 

Phase 1 timeline 

The anticipated sched- 
ule for Phase 1 includes 
a May | application sub- 
mission for MassDOT 
grant, topographic sur- 
vey in May/June, pos- 
sible grant award from 
MassDOT (maximum of 
$400,000) in July, proj- 
ect design from July to 
September and putting 
the project out to bid in 
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East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 
Monday through Thursday 


During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 


Meals (Entree and Salad) $10.99 


Monday & Tuesday Dinner 
(4 to Close) 


Italian Night $10.99 


774-449-8333 





October/November. The project construction would 
likely begin in March/April of 2022, and end in Sept. 
2022 or sooner. 

Parking concerns 

A main concern was the limited parking available 
for business use. Gillette Restaurant Equipment asked 
how the curbing and parking would affect access to the 
front of their building. Paille said the idea would be to 
prevent vehicles from driving over the threshold and 
parking there. The additional parking would offset the 
loss of space in front of Gillette’s building. He said 
they still need to work out the details with business 
owners. 

Selectmen Chairman Dale Kiley said they have a 
space reserved down Maple Street for delivery trucks, 
alongside the cemetery. Paille said they need to work 
that out with the businesses to make sure it accommo- 
dates deliveries. “This is not set in stone,” Paille said. 
Selectmen Clerk John Tripp said the project design re- 
moves “to-go” parking for Jim’s Pizza. 

Orsi said one of their goals was to fix the dangerous 
crosswalks, but they could look at the design again. 

Water main replacement 

Tripp asked if the $400,000 included replacing 
the water main. Orsi said the grant would only cover 
Phase 1 of the project and did not include water main 
or sewer repairs/replacement. Paille said the reason 
they choose the east side project is because most of 
the water main and sewer concerns are located on the 
west side. Orsi said she would like to see the sidewalks 
done as it could take many years to replace the water 
main, which has not been updated since the 1800s. “I 
would like to just see that we’re doing work in town or 
were getting stuff done,” Orsi said. Tripp said he un- 
derstood what Orsi was saying, and his only concern 
was tearing up the new sidewalks when they fix the wa- 
ter pipes. Orsi said the sidewalks can be repaired when 
the water main 1s replaced. 

Sidewalks and curbing 

A resident asked if there was enough right-of-way 
to create the sidewalk and parking in front of the 
church. Paille said there 1s enough room as far as they 
know, but it will need to be surveyed to confirm it. 

Tripp asked how the curb bump outs and exten- 
sions would affect snow removal. Paille said they try 
to design roadways so they are visible, and said it is a 
“learning curve” for plow drivers. He said snow will 
have to be removed using a Bobcat or other piece of 
equipment. 
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ArtWorks exhibition 
celebrates all creatures 
great and small 


WARE — ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., presents 
“Reigning Cats & Dogs,” an art exhibition on display 
from May 22 through June 27. Artists are sought to 
display their animal-themed works. All media and skill 
levels are welcome. The cost is $20 per entry, with no 
commission taken (cash or card accepted, no checks 
please). People’s Choice Awards will be given. 

Two-dimensional works should be no larger than 
16 inches by 20 inches and must be wired to be hung. 
Three-dimensional works should be no larger than a 
pug-sized dog. Entries will be accepted by drop-off at 
the gallery on Friday, May 7, from 4 to 8 p.m., and 
Saturday, May 8, and Sunday, May 9, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

An in-person artist’s reception will be held Satur- 
day, May 22, from 3 to 7 p.m. Exhibition hours will be 
May 22 to June 27 on Fridays, from 4 to 8 p.m., and 
Saturdays and Sundays, from noon to 5 p.m. 

For more information or people may visit work- 
shop13.org for a printable entry form or contact Art- 
Works Gallery at artworks@workshop13.org or 413- 
277-6072. 
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when they have so few students. Kiley said neighboring 
school district, Tantasqua, is much larger and their su- 
perintendent earns about $110,000 for 2,997 students. 
Canada said Lind is also the co-principal for the high 
school. 

Spending concerns 

Kiley said the school spent $700,000 in transpor- 
tation this year, none of which is recoverable. He said 
he asked Lind if a portion of that money was coming 
back to the town since the services were not used due 
to remote learning. He said Lind told him they were 
contractually obligated to pay the bus company. A res- 
ident asked if they School Committee was required to 
tell them where the money goes. Kiley said they are 
not. The resident asked if an audit could be done on 
the school system. Kiley said he did not know. 

School choice out 

Kiley said in a tri-board meeting back in 2018, bul- 
lying was cited as a reason high school students opt for 
school choice out of North Brookfield. 

Sheila Orsi said they need to do something differ- 
ent to make their school more appealing to prospective 
students. 

BOS Clerk John Tripp said this was “kind of a 
wakeup call.” He said highway, fire and police ask for 
many things, but if the money is not there, they cannot 
get everything they ask for. “The town cannot afford 
that...1t’s a matter of numbers,” he said. 


The board then entered executive session. 
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HISTORY MATTERS 


Hie Matters is a biweekly feature 
courtesy of The Grateful American 
Book Prize, which 1s given to children’s books 
that emphasize the importance of American 
history. 
May 1 to May 15 
By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 
Guest columnists 

On May 5, 1961, Navy Commander Alan 
Bartlett Shepard Jr. became the first Amert- 
can in space. It was just a 15-minute mission, 
memorable to the nation, but too late to out- 
wit the competition. Soviet cosmonaut Yuri 
Gargarin astounded the world when he orbit- 
ed the earth, once, in the Vistok 1. 

Shepard’s Freedom 7 capsule, however, 
foreshadowed America’s dominance; less 
than a decade later, the Apollo 11 mission 
“silenced” the Russians, and catapulted Neil 
Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, and Mi- 
chael Collins to the moon. 

Shepard was ranked fifth to walk the lunar 
surface after the Apollo 14 mission. 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “Light This Candle: The Life and 
Times of Alan Shepard,” by Neal Thomp- 
son. 

Transcontinental railroads 

The American Revolution was an unex- 
pected victory for the colonists. They won 
an immense land with a myriad of perks and 
perils, but the only way to traverse its com- 
plex vastness was to join a wagon train. It 
was a complicated and difficult crossing that 
many did not survive. 

Then, on May 10, 1869, everything 
changed; two railroads completed the task of 
laying the tracks from “sea to shining sea.” 
The presidents of the Union Pacific and 
Central Pacific railroads met at Promontory, 
Utah to drive the last spike into the rails of 
the nation’s first transcontinental railway. 

Seven years earlier, land grants and loans 
from Congress had equipped them with the 
fiscal flexibility to build, but according to 
History.com, “In their eagerness for land, the 
two lines built right past each other, and the 
final meeting place had to be renegotiated.” 

To learn more about how the West was 
subdued, the Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “Full Steam Ahead: The Race 
to Build a Transcontinental Railroad,’ by 
Rhoda Blumberg. 

Lewis and Clark 

In order to determine what it would re- 
quire to mollify a newly acquired, undomes- 
ticated expanse of land, President Jefferson 
determined that a survey was imperative; he 
selected two explorers, Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark, to manage the mission. 

America was just over 21-years-old, but 
the Louisiana Purchase transaction suddenly 
added 828,000 acres, and the equivalent of 
approximately 15 states. 

Lewis and Clark started their journey in 
St. Louis with 55 men on May 14, 1804. 

According to History.com, “The expe- 
dition traveled up the Missouri River in a 
55-foot-long keelboat and two smaller boats. 
In November, Toussaint Charbonneau, a 
French-Canadian fur trader accompanied by 
his young Native American wife, Sacagawea, 
joined the expedition as an interpreter. The 
group wintered in present-day North Dako- 
ta before crossing into present-day Montana, 
where they first saw the Rocky Mountains. 

They met up with the Shoshone Indians 
when they reached Colorado, crossed the 
Clearwater and Snake rivers in canoes, and 
followed the Columbia River to the Pacific 
Ocean on Nov. 8, 1805. 

Two and a half years later, the expedi- 
tion returned, in triumph, to St. Louis with 
33 men. They had mapped out new lands 
and brought back journals about the Indian 
tribes they encountered; scientific notes of 
the flora and fauna they encountered, and a 
claim to the Oregon Territory. 

For more information, the Grateful Amer- 
ican Book Prize recommends “Sacajawea,” 
by Joseph Bruchac. 
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Summer gas shortage may affect plans... 
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The Garden Lady takes on various pests 


laine, who gardens in Ware, wrote 
H: with this question for the Garden 
Lady: “I have a problem 

with grubs and moles. In your ar- 
ticle you said beer is effective on 
grubs. Would you please explain 
how to do this. My whole yard 
and vegetable garden 1s infested. 
Last year I found out my vegeta- 
bles had grubs and mole tunnels. 
Do you have any suggestions on 
how to deal with moles also?” 

Thanks for your question. 
Beer 1s an effective bait for slugs, 
but I have never heard of it used on grubs. 
Last year we had lots of rain, right around 
the time that my strawberries were turn- 
ing red. Nothing is more disturbing than 
picking a strawberry and finding a slug 
burrowed inside! I set stale beer in a sau- 
cer, level with the surface of the soil. The 
slugs were lured in and drowned. I cleaned 
and refreshed the saucer every two or three 
days depending on how many slugs were 
there. Handpicking slugs also works well. 
Typically they feed in the early morning 
hours, so I would go out just after sunrise 
and drop the buggers into a yogurt con- 
tainer filled with soapy water. Other folks 
put down boards in the garden (they like 
to hide there) or use cantaloupe rinds face 
down where they'll also congregate. Many 
can be disposed of easily and without too 
much yuck-factor. 

As far as grubs go, Ill recommend 
Milky Spore powder, a bacterium that the 
Japanese grub will ingest as it feeds in the 
lawn. The bacteria reproduce inside the 
gerub’s gut and usually kill it in a week or 
two. As the grub decomposes it will release 
even more bacteria, thereby killing even 
more grubs. So on and so forth. It may 
take a few years for populations of grubs 
to decrease but once in the soil the bacte- 
ria will last for years. Apply when the soil 
temperature reaches 65 degrees or more, 
during a period of active feeding in sum- 
mer or early fall. Since grubs are a food 
source for moles, fewer grubs will likely 
cut down on mole populations as well. 
Less grubs may also mean fewer holes in 
the lawn from skunks who are looking for 
dinner. Milky Spore is registered with the 
EPA and is reported safe for people, pets, 
wildlife, beneficials and the like. I hope this 
advice helps! 

Orchard pests 

Walter 1s a home orchardist and also 
has a question about pests. “I have pears, 
apples, plums and nectarine trees. How 





N THE 


GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


can I keep raccoons, possums, squirrels 
and skunks away from my fruit trees? 
When the trees mature, they 
raid the trees and take bites out 
of the apples and other fruit, 
and then leave the fruits on the 
ground with one or two bites in 
the fruits. Any advice would be 
truly appreciated. 

How frustrating to wait for 
your fruit to mature, only to have 
it eaten. I consulted my favorite 
orchardist, Michael Phillips, by 
way of his book, “The Holistic 
Orchard,” to get some answers for you in 
terms of these pests and birds which might 
also be causing some of the havoc. One 
idea I thought that sounded interesting 1s 
blocking access to the trunk so that the an- 
imals can’t climb up. Wrapping the trunk 
in aluminum roof flashing up to four feet 
is reportedly enough to deter raccoons and 
squirrels. Spreading some gooey tangle 
trap on plastic just above the flashing dou- 
bles the punch. Squirrels can jump from 
tree, though, but reportedly like a quick 
get away, and steer away from areas with 
tall vegetation (news to me!!) so perhaps 
letting the grass grow up a bit near harvest 
may help. 

As far as deterrents go, I am wondering 
about those fake owls that you often see at 
pick-your-own orchards. It may be worth 
a shot to install one of those. The same 
would go for the big scare-eye balloons. 
Usually with these type of deterrents, it’s 
critical to move them often so that they 
don’t merely become part of the scenery, 
but actually scare the pest away: think 
predator/prey. 

Hanging artificial fruit prior to harvest 
to the point that the culprit bird gets sick 
of trying to peck something inedible may 
also be worth a try. Some people even leave 
them up all year long! And when in doubt, 
I always try predator urine. Back in the 
days of having infants in my household, 
you would often see a diaper hanging in an 
onion bag in my orchard to keep animal 
thugs out. I guess creativity comes into 
play. Good luck. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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Project 351 ambassadors hold children’s clothing drive 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School eighth-graders, Norah Schwenker, of Warren, 
and Parker Tunley, of West Brookfield, were chosen 
this year as Project 351 ambassadors for their towns 
to learn about community service and bring it back 
to their hometowns. 

Project 351 is a statewide program, started by then 
Gov. Deval Patrick, as a way for students to find 
out how much can be done through community ser- 
vice and meet other students in the process. Before 
COVID-19, each student would head to Boston to 
hear speakers and take part in community service 
there on the weekend of Martin Luther King Day, 
before heading home. 

Schwenker said they were sometimes broken up 
into smaller groups to talk about community service 
with other students, which she enjoyed. 

Each student is picked by their schools and QRM- 
HS Principal Steven Duff said the names of Schwen- 
ker and Tunley came up immediately when seventh 
and eighth-grade teachers were deciding on who the 
ambassadors should be this year. 


Both students are strong in academics, have pre- 
viously been involved in community service and are 
busy with sports and extracurricular activities, he 
said. 

This year, due to COVID-19 safety precautions, 
the students took part in multiple Zoom sessions 
where they learned about different types of commu- 
nity service, how to get organized to do it and how to 
spread the word so it successful, Tunley said. 

Cradles to Crayons, a Boston-based nonprof- 
it, helps with Project 351. It also gathers children’s 
clothing and school supplies for low-income children. 

Tunley and Parker are running a children’s cloth- 
ing drive beginning on May 10, which will go through 
May 21. There will be large boxes at QRMHS, War- 
ren Community Elementary School and West Brook- 
field Elementary School for people to place their do- 
nations. They are looking forward to having many 
residents donate the clothing and they’re happy to be 
able to help those less fortunate than themselves. 

“There are 70,000 eighth-graders in the state and 
351 of them are selected to participate in this pro- 
gram,’ said Duff. “It’s really an incredible honor and 
I’m so proud of both you.” 
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Quaboag Regional Middle High School eighth-graders Norah Schwenk- 
er, left, of Warren, and Parker Tunley, of West Brookfield, were chosen as 


Project 351 ambassadors this year. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY EILEEN 
KENNEDY 





The Centered Place offers student scholarships 


WARREN — The Centered Place Yoga Studio of 
Warren will reward a deserving student of Quaboag 
Regional High School a scholarship of over $1,000. 
The Centered Place aims to help support a student 
who wants to pursue a higher education so they can 
have a greater positive impact in the local communi- 
ty and world. The student will be selected based on 
financial need, the student’s activity in the school and 
community, and their own stated intentions. 

The Centered Place regularly donates to local char- 
ities and causes. Toward the end of 2020, a guidance 
counselor at Quaboag Regional, Eric Urban, asked 
The Centered Place if it would be willing to offer a 
scholarship to one of the seniors. “We jumped at the 
opportunity,’ recalls Phil Milgrom, co-director of the 
studio. “The way the political climate has been, and 
with all the social unrest as well as the anxiety and 


tragedy from the pandemic, we wanted to help in any 
way we could.” 

He and Nancy Nowak, the other co-director and 
founder of The Centered Place, see this as an oppor- 
tunity to make a difference. “Young people are our fu- 
ture. How this country ends up, and the whole planet 
by that matter, hinges mostly on the younger genera- 
tion today” he said. “We will choose a student who is 
highly motivated and cares deeply about the future.” 

To become a candidate for the scholarship, students 
are required to fill out an application available at the 
school, provide three letters of recommendation and 
write an essay that answers the following questions: 

What change the student would like to make in the 
world? 

How would the student make that change? 

What obstacles might be encountered along the 
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way? 

What major obstacle has the student overcome in 
his or her life and how will this help that student suc- 
ceed? 

The Centered Place is contributing $250 toward the 
scholarship while the rest is being raised by clients and 
friends of the studio. A fundraiser is ongoing. To con- 
tribute, you can send a check to The Centered Place, 
P.O. Box 1210, Warren MA 01083-1210 (write “For 
QRHS Scholarship” on the memo line). 

QRHS serves students from Warren and many oth- 
er towns in the area including West Brookfield, Ware, 
Palmer, Southbridge, Monson and New Braintree. 

Anyone with questions may contact Milgrom at 413 
436-7374. 
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Town Common Committee members Elise Kow- 
al, Rayne Petruzzi, and Leanne Pierce on West 
Brookfield’s Town Common Saturday handing 
out trash bags to clean-up participants. 
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2021 


community 
Town Wide Cleanup Day 


Members of the Lake Wickaboag Preservation Associ- 
ation man a table with information about their organi- 
zation and items for sale that benefit the work it does. 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS 





First Congregational Church returns 
to in-person services in May 


WEST BROOKFIELD — First Con- 
gregational Church of West Brook- 
field, UCC, 36 North Main St., opens 
for in-person worship on May 2. The 
church requires sign-ups in advance 
by calling the church office at 508-867- 
7078, mask wearing and social distanc- 
ing while in the sanctuary. Those at- 
tending will check in at the front doors 
of the church. A limited number of 
people will be allowed in the sanctuary 
because of COVID-19 restrictions, so 








TREE 


people must call the church to sign up. 

Worship services are every Sunday at 
10 a.m.; Communion is served on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

Contact Rev. Dr. Ann M Rogers 
Brigham, Pastor, at the church office for 
more information by emailing firstcon- 
glwestbrookfield@gmail.com or calling 
508-867-7078. Services will still be on 
ZOOM and Facebook Live. Contact 
the church for the link. 
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North Brookfield Board 


of Selectmen notebook 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
Board of Selectmen met on Tuesday, 
April 27, at 6 p.m. at the North Brook- 
field Police Station meeting room. The 
board approved the following warrants: 
School Warrant #1055, in the amount 
of $181,876.20; General Warrant 
#1056, in the amount of $276,510.47; 
and Payroll Warrant #22, in the amount 
of $363,312.86. 

CARES Act funds 

The school requested CARES Act 
funds for buildings and grounds in the 
amount of $15,094 to Premier Park & 
Play for the purchase of an outdoor 
classroom shade structure. This was part 
of the expenses when the town original- 
ly requested the funds. The board ap- 
proved the request. 

Supply purchases 

Administrative Assistant Ashley 
Barre said the Board of Health is seek- 
ing thermal laminating sheets for $40 to 
put up laminated signs for COVID-19 
vaccination clinics. The board approved 
the request. 

Barre requested a roll of stamps for 
the BOS office at a cost of $55. BOS 
Chairman Dale Kiley asked how rev- 
enue was currently. Barre said it has 
gotten better. The board approved the 
request. 

Updated CDBG agreement 

Barre said they had corrections to the 
Community Development Block Grant 
agreement they signed previously. The 
board signed the revised agreement. 


Corrected 61A release 

The original 61 A release for the solar 
project on Lane Avenue contained the 
wrong book and page number for the 
Registry of Deeds. The board signed the 
revised release. 

Charter Spectrum contract 

Kiley said he spoke with Jake Ander- 
son and Anderson said they had things 
they were going to approach Charter 
about and the contract was not ready 
yet. 

MassDOT contract 

The board received a contract exten- 
sion from MassDOT. Barre said they 
needed to extend the contract because 
the Cider Mill bridge project will take a 
lot longer than anticipated. The board 
approved the contract extension. 

One-day liquor license 

Brookfield Orchards requested sever- 
al one-day wine and beer licenses for the 
following dates: May 22, June 19, July 
24, Aug. 28 and Sept. 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 
and 26, Oct. 2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 16 and 17. 
The board approved the request. 

Water Department policy 

The board approved a policy stating 
that the Water Commissioners are re- 
sponsible for the determining exceptions 
for delinquent water use accounts, rath- 
er than the Town Collector. 

Fire reports 

Fire Chief Joseph Holway provided 
fire reports for January, February and 
March. The department received three 
new applications for people to become 
firefighters. In addition to numerous 
fire-related calls, there were 135 ambu- 
lance responses during this time. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — Though it came 
down to the last minute, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association has ap- 
proved modifications for high 
school wrestling that will allow 
for competition to take place 
during the spring season. 

Last Friday, the MIAA 
Board of Directors held a spe- 
cial meeting to approve modi- 
fications to the sport after the 
Office of Energy and Environ- 
mental Affairs officially cleared 
wrestling for Level 3 compe- 


tition. Level 3 competition al- 
lows dual meets to take place. 

Wrestling is normally a win- 
ter sport, so participation will 
ultimately be up to the individ- 
ual schools. Some may or may 
not be participating due to 
numbers, especially with mul- 
tiple sports going in the spring 
such as baseball, lacrosse, and 
track. 

Like all other high school 
sports, the MIAA is requiring 
wrestlers to wear face masks to 
participate. Wrestling is one of 
the most close contact sports 
that is offered for high school- 
ers, and officials deferred allow- 


ing the sport to take place in the 
last possible high school season 
in order to allow the vaccina- 
tion effort to gain traction. 
Among the highlighted rules 
for high school wrestling, masks 
are not only required for the par- 
ticipants, but all those involved, 
including coaches, facility per- 
sonnel, and officials. Spectators 
will also likely be allowed in a 
limited capacity with indoor 
gathering numbers of the in- 
crease beginning on May 10. 
While many wrestlers are used 
to participating in large tourna- 
ments on the weekend, that will 
not be the case. There also will 


not be any dual meet tourna- 
ments. Only team versus team 
duals meets are allowed during 
the spring season, and at the 
most, three teams are allowed to 
participate in a given event. 
Weigh-ins are a big part of 
the sport. The MIAA is en- 
couraging each school to hold 
morning weigh-ins with no ad- 
ditional weigh-ins prior to the 
meet. A rule allowing the plus- 
three at night will not be al- 
lowed for the modified season. 
Another big part of the 
wrestling season will be the pos- 
sibility of competition taking 
place in the open air. Schools 


MIAA approves moditied rules for wrestling 


participating in the wrestling 
season are being encouraged to 
hold meets outdoors. 

There are only a few major 
match modifications that have 
been put in place. There will be 
frequent sanitization of mats 
and for participants. Referees 
will need to stop matches in 
instances where protective ear 
guards come off. There will be 
no handshakes before, and af- 
ter matches. The referee will 
also only point to winners in- 
stead of raising their hands. 

Competitions for all spring 
sports, including wrestling, 


were set to start this week. 





Pioneers ready . La back on the pitch 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — After the 
2020 soccer season was can- 
celed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the members of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers and 
the New England Mutiny are 
eager to start playing matches 
again at historic Lusitano Sta- 
dium. 

“Everyone has been impact- 
ed by the pandemic during the 
past year,” said Joe Ferrara Jr., 
the Pioneers first-year General 
Manager and the Mutiny Man- 
aging Director. “The players 
and coaches from both teams 
are itching to get back out on 
the pitch and play some soccer. 
It should be another exciting 
season.” 

The last time the Pioneers 
played a match at Lusitano Sta- 
dium was a 1-0 shutout victory 
versus Manhattan SC on July 
6, 2019. They then wrapped up 
the 2019 regular season with a 
2-1 win at Manhattan SC the 
following weekend. 


See PIONEERS | PAGE 9 
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Guillermo Deal tries to settle a ball during one of the last games played in 2019. PHOTOS 


Several defenders create a way to block a free kick. The season kicks off this week with an exhibition match. 





Tri-County legend 
Oliveira passes away 
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Karl Oliveira, a Western Mass. Baseball Hall of Famer and Sains player-manager for 
St. Joe’s of the Tri-County League, passed away last week at the age of 57. PHOTO BY 


DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


PALMER — With just a 
month to go before the season 
is set to begin, the Tri-County 
Baseball League, and the re- 
gion at-large are mourning the 
loss of a league legend, as well 
as a Western Massachusetts 
Baseball Hall of Famer. 

Karl Oliveira, who played 
in the Tri-County League for 
almost 40 years, passed away 
at the age of 57. When news of 
his passing began circulating 
last Monday, April 26, it was 
a shockwave throughout the 
entire Western Massachusetts 
baseball community, includ- 
ing his own team, and even his 


competition. 
Oliveira’s legacy in the 
Tri-County League began 


when he was just 17-years-old. 
He made the Fenton’s of Am- 
herst roster. He moved around 
the league for 10 years before 
coming to agreement for the 
St. Joseph’s Club to sponsor 


a Tri-County team, and St. 
Joseph was once again a part 
of the league after leaving it 
for nearly 20 years. Oliveira 
served as a player-manager for 
the team and became an active 
participant in the league’s lead- 
ership, serving as the league’s 
secretary for many years. 

St. Joseph’s has been a main- 
stay in the league since that 
time. Oliveira enjoyed the com- 
petition of the league as well as 
participating in other baseball 
in the region, including the Full 
Count League, which was even- 
tually absorbed by Tri-County. 

Following news of his pass- 
ing, social media was flooded 
with comments from his team- 
mates to his competition, one 
of them even calling Oliveira 
the “Godfather of Western 
Mass. Baseball.” 

Oliveira’s legendary status 
was confirmed just two years 
ago when he was inducted into 


the Western Mass. Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 
See OLIVEIRA | PAGE 8 
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The Pioneers, who finished in first 
place in the Northeast Division stand- 
ings with an 11-0-3 mark in 2019, be- 
gan the USL League Two playoffs by 
dispatching the North Carolina Fusion 
U23 squad, 3-1, in the Eastern Confer- 
ence semifinals at Gurski Stadium in 
Reading, Pennsylvania. Their outstand- 
ing season came to an end twenty-four 
hours later following a 1-0 loss to Read- 
ing United AC in the Conference finals. 

The Pioneers are scheduled to return 
to action for the first time in almost 
two years by hosting Fall River FC in 
a friendly at Lusitano Stadium at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday night. No Spectators 
will be allowed to attend the preseason 
match. 

There is a very good chance many of 
the Pioneers faithful supporters will be 
able to attend the first home match of 
the regular season against the Seacoast 
United Phantoms on May 21. A new 
state guideline which goes into effect on 
May 10, will increase the capacity from 
12% to 25% at all indoor and outdoor 
stadiums in Massachusetts. 

“We're currently working with the 
Ludlow Board of Health on the situa- 
tion, but we’re really hoping to welcome 
our fans back to the stadium at some 
point this season,” Ferrara said. “We 
want everyone to feel safe at our match- 
es. I feel like our safety protocols are 
second to none. Sports have always been 
an important part of our community.” 

All of the Pioneers home matches 
this season are scheduled to start at 7:30 
p.m. Their other six home matches will 
be against FC Malaga City (June 4), AC 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Engine additive 

4. A hearty laugh 

8. Restrain 

10. Dried coconut 
kernels 

11. Nefarious 

12. Elderly 

13. Central part of a 
church building 

15. Throw into 
confusion 

16. Intestinal 

17. Qualities of 
being religious 

18. Live up toa 
standard 

21. Seize 

22. GO quickly 

23. Automated teller 
machine 


of due south 

26. Japanese 
honorific 

2/.A way to induce 
sleep 

34. Makes cash 
register rolls 

35. A city inS 
Louisiana 

36. Make more 
cheerful 

37. Manicurist 

38. Consents 

39. Network of 
nerves 

40. Mocking smile 

41. It covers the 
body 

42. Partner to pans 

43. Perform ina 


10. Known for sure 
12. Filled with 
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Ben Brewster starts a move up the field. The Pio- 
neers will be back in 2021. 


Connecticut (June 11), Black Rock FC 
(Junel8), Boston Bolts (June 26), AC 
Connecticut (July 2), and Black Rock 
FC (July 9). 

For more information about how to 
purchase tickets online please visit wm- 
ploneers.com. 

Federico Molinari, who’s a former 
Pioneers player, returns as the head 
coach. 

“Federico and his players did a tre- 
mendous job winning the conference t1- 
tle in 2019,” Ferrara said. “Federico and 
I have been working very well together 
during the offseason. He has a passion 
for the game of soccer. He also has a lot 
of international contacts.” 

The Pioneers assistant coaches are 
Dennis Gomes, Jay Willis, and John 


alliances 

20. One’s mother 
(British) 

23. Landholder 

24. Peter’s last 
name 

25. Parties 

26. Title of respect 

2/.Red wine 

28. Pearl Jam’s 
debut 

29. Shaft 
horsepower 
(abbr.) 

30. Frosts 

31. Cry of joy 

32. Induces 
vomiting 

33. Mother or father 

34. Dal __: Musical 


2. Polynesian island 
country 

3. Shrub of the 
olive family 

4. Self-governing 
Netherlands 
territory 

5. Shared one’s 
view 

6. Tailless 
amphibians 

7. Charge 
passengers 
must pay 

9. Sound sheep 
make 


unexpressed 
anger 








Micah Umeh sends a shot away during a 2019 play- 
Off. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Voight. 

A couple of returning Pioneers play- 
ers are Guillermo Deal, Blake Mullen, 
Connor Hicks, and Maxi Viera, who’s 
the girls’ varsity soccer coach at Ludlow 
High School. 

Viera and Deal were two of the nine 
players from Uruguay listed on the Pio- 
neers 2019 roster. There were also play- 
ers from France, Spain, and Argentina, 
which is Molinar1’s home country. 

“We do have a lot of international 
players on this year’s roster,’ Ferrara 
said. “A couple of the foreign players 
are members of a college soccer team 
in the United States. Some of them are 
looking for professional opportunities.” 

Mullen, who’s from Manchester, 
Connecticut, was the Pioneers starting 
goalkeeper in 2019. He only allowed 
seven goals during the regular season 
and was selected to the All-League 
team. He also received the USL League 
Two Golden Glove Award. 

Back in 2016, Hicks, who graduated 
from Monson High School, scored the 
game winning goal in overtime against 
Cohasset in the Division 4 state cham- 
pionship match. Hicks is also a member 
of the AIC men’s soccer team. 

The Mutiny played their home 
matches at several different high school 
in Western Massachusetts, before mov- 
ing to Lusitano Stadium in 2019. 

“The Mutiny had a great first season 
at Lusitano Stadium two years ago,” 
Ferrara said. “We also had great weather 
for all of our home games, which helped 


Kubota Rentals 


STIHL Husqvarna 


bring even more fans to our games.” 

The Mutiny, who celebrated their 
20th season in 2019, finished the regular 
season with an 8-0-2 record. 

Just like the Pioneers, the Mutiny fin- 
ished in first place in the league stand- 
ings and advanced into the Eastern 
Conference finals of the United Wom- 
en’s Soccer league. 

After defeating the Long Island 
Rough Riders, 3-0, at home in the sem1- 
finals, the Mutiny’s outstanding season 
come to an end following a 2-1 loss to 
the Lancaster Inferno at the stadium 
two days later. 

Jeb Booth returns as the Mutiny 
head coach following a very successful 
first season at the helm. 

“Jeb is an outstanding soccer coach, 
and he loves coaching this team,” Fer- 
rara said. “All of the players respect 
him.” 

Matt Johnson, who coached the AIC 
women’s soccer team for nine seasons 
and is the first-year head women’s soc- 
cer coach at Franklin Pierce, will be an 
assistant coach for the Mutiny this sea- 
son. 

While the Pioneers roster 1s made up 
of mostly international players, most of 
the Mutiny players are from Western 
Massachusetts. 

“The talent pool has been rich in this 
area during the past couple of seasons.,” 
Ferrara said. “We have players from 
ten different communities in Western 
Mass.” 

A few of the local Mutiny players 
are Jocelyn Trajkovski (Ludlow), Trys- 
tin Burger (Granby), Kayla Henry 
(Belchertown), Hope Santaniello (Aga- 
wam), Laura Gouvin (Monson), Alexis 
Legowski (South Hadley), Lily Fabian 
(Monson), Brooke Murphy (Monson), 
Nissa Pereira (Ludlow) and Ela Kopec 
(Ludlow). 

The Mutiny home opener is sched- 
uled to be against the Scorpions SC, 
who are a first-year team from the Bos- 
ton area, on May 15. 

Their other home matches, which 
will all begin at 7 p.m., are against CT 
Rush (May 22), NJ Copa FC (June 5), 
Syracuse DA (June 19), and the L.I. 
Rough Riders (July 10). 

If fans are allowed to attend soccer 
matches at Lusitano Stadium this sea- 
son, itll be a good sign that things are 
finally getting back to normal again. 
The home fans also help energize both 
the Pioneers and Mutiny players. 


Visit us at 


www. 


com 
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PARK SAW SHOP 


LOGGING e ARBORIST e SAFETY 


1292 PARK ST. 
PALMER, MA 01069 





RENTALS AVAILABLE 
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Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for our wait list. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 


1-800-232-6132 
(413) 544-9027 


Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm e Sat 7am-Noon 
Shipping Can Be Arranged 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected _inset- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 


a 


14. Student (abbr.) navigation 
15. Criticize marker 

17. Gathering place 36. Door fastener 
19. Informal part 


play apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 


24. Bowling 
necessity 
25. One point east 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Beautiful 


& 





WINCHESTER, 
N.H. — Sam Rameau 
dominated early, restart- 
ed deep in the field after 
a pit stop, drove to the 
front, made a pass for 
the lead, and rolled to 
Victory Lane. The West- 
minster, Massachusetts, 
native, and driver for 
Rameau Family Motor- 
sports, was victorious in 
the season-opener for the 
Tri Track Open Modified 
Series presented by All 
Phases Renovations at 
Monadnock Speedway 
on Saturday, May 1. 

In the Wonder Casino 
100, Rameau made a late 
pass on Ron Silk to score 
the $6,000 winning check 
— besting more than 30 
cars that showed up to the 
Winchester, New Hamp- 
shire oval. Silk crossed 
the line second, with de- 
fending series champion 
Matt Hirschman third. 

Rameau pitted from 
the lead, along with the 
rest of the field, during 
a caution period just af- 
ter halfway. He restarted 
outside the top-15 and 
his chances of winning at 
that point appeared slim. 
But the rising Modified 
talent worked his way to 
the front. 

“T was just going at my 








own pace early, and we 
came in and I’m not go- 
ing to lie, I was really ner- 
vous over the radio,” Ra- 
meau said. “With 40 laps 
to go, I said there was no 
way we were winning the 
race. The car just rolled 
the outside great. We all 
come here for the same 
reason. It’s really cool. I 
just really can’t thank my 
guys enough. They do a 
great job.” 

Two-time NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour 
champion Justin Bon- 
signore and Les Hinckley 
finished the top-five. Ben 
Byrne was sixth, followed 
by Woody Pitkat, Antho- 
ny Nocella, NASCAR 
Cup Series driver Ryan 
Preece and Joey Cipriano 
Ill. 

Devin O’Connell ad- 
vanced the most positions 
during the race, scoring 
the Green Construc- 
tion, LLC Hard Char- 
ger award, worth $500. 
Earlier in the day, Justin 
Bonsignore, Woody Pit- 
kat, Earl Paules and Ben 
Byrne won heat races, 
scoring $300 each courte- 
sy of Pepsi and the Pepsi 
Challenge. Anthony Ses- 
ely and Brian Robie also 
scored $300 each from 
Pepsi with consi race 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 
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sports 
Rameau takes win in Monadnock season opener 


wins. 
The Tri Track Open 
Modified Series returns 
to the track at Star Speed- 
way in New Hampshire 
on Saturday, May 22. For 
more information on the 
Tri Track Open Modified 
Series, visit tritrackmod- 
ifieds.com and follow the 
series on social media. 


THE FINISH: 
Sam Rameau 
Ron Silk 

Matt Hirschman 
Chase Dowling 
Les Hinckley 
Ben Byrne 
Woody Pitkat 
Anthony Nocella 
Ryan Preece 
Joey Cipriano III 
Anthony Sesely 
Max Zachem 
Devin O’Connell 
Joel Monahan 
Chase Dowling 
Chris Pasteryak 
Kurt Vigeant 
Brian Robie 
Doug DiPisa 
Richard Savary 
Matt Swanson 
Matt Kimball 
Kirk Alexander 
Austin Kochenash 
Ronnie Williams 
Glen Reen 





We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
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Sam Rameau won the Tri Track Open Modified series opener last Saturday afternoon at Monadnock Speed- 


way. SUBMITTED PHOTO 





OLIVEIRA 


While Oliveira at times had taken on 
a more reserve role, he still continued to 
actively play in games at the age of 55. 
He would often play first base or serve 
as a designated hitter for St. Joe’s, con- 
tinuing to play under the lights at the 
old field in Thorndike. He was set to 
participate in the 2021 season prior to 
his passing. Like many, the pandemic 
cancelled his 2020 season and he was 
itching to get back on the field. 

“This is sad news,” said Bill Bathel, 
who previously was a coach for Di- 
Franco Realty. “Karl was a leader of 
the league, of a team, of men, women, 
and children. And above all, a true and 
sincere friend.” 

Tommy Bouvier, a member of his 









| FROM PAGE 7 


top competition over the past decade 
PeoplesBank, said Karl was a great part 
of the league and someone he enjoyed 
playing against. 

“It’s a huge loss for the league and 
for the Town of Palmer,” said Bouvier. 
“He was one of the most committed 
people I have ever met.” 

Oliveira’s life was celebrated earlier 
this week. 

“You are an inspiration to all base- 
ball lovers,” said Brian Hayes. “You live 
by simple rules, balls and strikes, fair or 
foul. I loved being your teammate and 
loved competing against you. For the 
past 20 years I’ve watched you share 
your greatness with us. Thank you, and 
thank you to your family for sharing.” 


sraduate in your community graduation issue. 





Submit a photo and a brief message. Congratulations 
: : tis Smith YP 
2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad " AM 
_ ep your 
SPECI AL $45.00 saaaiutuleliaale 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 12th aauak ; 
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: Colle ge 
dflynn@turley.com Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


Love Dad. Mom & John 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS ¢ 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 ¢ 413.283.8393 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


BIRDHOUSES FOR SALE!!! May 
8th & 9th 10-4 471 Grattan St., Chi- 
copee. Vinyl sided, Various designs 
and prices. 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


COLLECTIBLES 


TOPPS BASEBALL CARDS 250 
cards from 1958 good condition origi- 
nal owner (508)272-4658 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


YARD SALE 
ture,dishes, glassware, 


rain/shine.Furni- 
collectibles, 


bikes, lawn and garden,tools, and 
misc. May 15th 9:00 am-2:00 pm. 74 
Orchard Street, Belchertown. 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary @gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 







RISE 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Zip: 


X per week rate = $ 


Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover LI Cash LI Check# _ 
Card # Exp. Date CVV _ 
Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


in 50,500 


=e 
ane 






GRANBY 






BES 
aa 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 














BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price nee 
Addasecond ZONE $10.00 ue 
Adda third ZONE ___*5.00 
Subtotal = 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ey- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 


New Braintree Police Log 


During the weeks of April 27 to May 3, the Hard- 
wick/New Braintree Police Department responded to 
15 building/property checks, 22 directed/area patrols, 
eight radar assignments, nine traffic controls, three 
emergency 911 calls, two motor vehicle stop, two ani- 
mal calls, nine traffic controls and two safety hazards 
in the town of New Braintree. 


Tuesday, April 27 
5:43 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency McKay Road — 


Transported to Hospital 


Friday, April 30 
3:17 p.m. Initiated — Suspicious Activity Memorial 


Drive — Officer Handled 


8:46 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard Hardwick Road — 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency 


Saturday, May 1 
1:44 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency Padre Road — 


Transported to Hospital 


2:11 p.m. 911 — Animal Call Hardwick Road — Neg- 


ative Contact 


6 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Mara Road — Taken/ 


Referred to Other Agency 


7:35 p.m. Phone — Complaint Bernard Whitney 


Road — Spoken To 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Tu rle Publications 
www.newspapers.turley.com 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the North 
Brookfield Board of 
Selectmen will hold a pub- 
lic hearing to consider a fuel 
storage license application, 
brought to the Board by CCS 
Realty LLC, on Tuesday, 
May 25, 2021 at 6:15 PM at 
the North Brookfield Police 
Department, 55 School Street, 
North Brookfield, MA 01535. 

The fuel storage location 
that will be considered is as 
follows: 192/206 North Main 
Street, Tax Map 106, Parcels 
192 & 206 

Said hearing will begin at 
6:15 PM and continue until 
completion, and will be con- 
ducted pursuant to the pro- 
visions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166. 

Dale R Kiley, Chairman 
Jason M Petraitis 
John H Tripp 
04/30, 05/07/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF WEST 
BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that 
in accordance with the provi- 
sions of M.G.L Chapter 40A, 
Section 5, the West Brookfield 


Planning Board will open a 
public hearing on Monday 
May 24, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Town Hall, Lower 
Meeting Room, 2 East Main 
Street, to consider adoption of 
the following Zoning Bylaw 
amendment: 

To see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Zoning 
Bylaws to include a new sec- 
tion 3.28.10 Battery Storage, 
for the use of batteries or stor- 
age of batteries for any Solar 
Energy Facility; or take any 
other action relative thereto. 

The proposed zoning 
amendment is available for 
review at the office of the 
Town Clerk in the Town Hall, 
2 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield, MA. The amend- 
ment can also be reviewed in 
the outdoor noticeboard at the 
Town Hall or online at www. 
wbrookfield.com. The Board 
invites all interested parties to 
attend and offer comments on 
the proposed zoning amend- 
ment. 

Rebekah Cornell 
Chairwoman 
05/07, 05/14/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
WEST BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given 
that in accordance with the 


provisions of M.G.L Chapter 
40A, Section 5 Adoption 
or change of zoning ordi- 
nances or by-laws, the West 
Brookfield Planning Board 
will open a public hearing on 
Monday, May 24, 2021, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall 
Lower Meeting Room, 2 East 
Main Street, for the following 
application: 

To see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Town’s 
Zoning Bylaw, Section | 
General, by amending Section 
1.52 B Non-Conformity; and 
to amend Section 5: Special 
Requirements, by amend- 
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ing Section 5.3 B 6 Signs; or 
take any other action relative 
thereto. 

The proposed zoning 
amendment is available for 
review at the office of the 
Town Clerk in the Town Hall, 
2 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield. The changes are 
posted in the outdoor notice- 
board at the Town Hall. The 
Board invites all interested 
parties to attend and offer 
comments on the proposed 
zoning amendment. 

Rebekah Cornell 
Chairperson 
05/07, 05/14/2021 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 Honda Rebel 250 Showroom. 
2600 Miles. $3000 Firm (413)374- 
8810 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


DENTIST: Amandeep Kaur, D.D.S., 
PC d/b/a Palmer Dental - Jobs loc 
in Palmer, MA. Diag & treat diseases, 
injuries, & malformations of teeth & 
gums. Exam patients to deter nature 
of condition, utilizing xrays, dental 
instr’s, & other diagnostic procedures. 
Clean, fill, extract, & replace teeth 
using rotary & hand _ instruments, 
dental appliances, meds, & surgical 
implements. Prov preventive dental 
svcs to patients such as app of fluo- 
ride & sealants to teeth & edu in oral 
& dental hygiene. Reqs DMD or DDS 
in Dentistry (Science), Current State 
Licensure, Current DEA Cert, & MA 
State Controlled Substance Cert. Mail 
res w/ cvr ltr to Amandeep Kaur, 
D.D.S., PC d/b/a Palmer Dental, 
1045 Thorndike St, Palmer, MA 
01069; Job 18AMKO1; EOE 


FARM HELP NEEDED. Perma- 
nent Part-Time Position. This per- 
son should have some experience 
in property maintenance. All farm 
related jobs. Hours are flexible. Pay 
starts at $15hr with regular increas- 
es. Interested persons e-mail sms@ 
BayStateRescue.org or text 774- 
633-0149 


WARREN HIGHWAY DEPART- 
MENT 87 Brimfield Rd Warren, MA 
or Olson@warren-ma.gov is looking 
for a Full-time FOREMAN, Operator/ 
Driver/Laborer. Must have a Class B 
CDL license, prefer a Class A CDL, 
current DOT Physical, Hoisting Engji- 
neers license with MINIMUM HE — 2B. 
Must be available for emergency calls 
days, nights, weekends & holidays. 
We would prefer you have two (2) 
years minimum plowing experience 
with commercial vehicles. Applications 
available on the town Website Volun- 
teer and Employment Opportunities | 
Warren, MA (warren-ma.gov) or at the 
Highway Garage M-Thru 7AM-4PM 
(413) 436-7677 Equal Opportunity 
Employer Board of Selectmen 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM PART 
TIME RECREATION ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE CLERK 

Looking for a reliable Part-Time Rec- 
reation Administrative Clerk. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
Application Deadline 05/21/21 at 
4:30PM. EOE 


FULL JOB DESCRIPTION FOR 
A MECHANIC DRIVER/LABOR- 
ER Do you enjoy working outdoors? 
Would you like to be part of a thriving, 
friendly and dedicated team? 

The Town of Warren Highway Depart- 
ment is seeking a qualified candidate 
for the full-time position of Mechanic 
Driver/Laborer. The Town of Warren 
is committed to equal opportunity, en- 
courages diversity and inclusion, and 
believes that a positive culture of inclu- 
sion in Town governance contributes to 
the Town's overall qualities as a great 
place to live and work. We welcome all 
to apply. 

Salary: Starting at $19.38 

Hours: M-THUR, 6:00 am — 4:00 pm, 
from April 1 — Nov 30; M-F 6:00 am — 
2:00 pm Dec 1 — March 31 


Overtime is required for: Answer’s 
emergency calls and responds to 
emergencies during and after normal 
business hours. Including during Snow 
and Ice storms. 

Drug & Alcohol screening is a condi- 
tion of employment 

Essential: The Driver/Mechanic/La- 
borer provides Works primarily in the 
town maintenance garage, Some work 
will be outdoors on roads and in town 
vehicles. 

Qualifications: High school equivalen- 
cy; Highway maintenance operation 
experience preferred. 

Required Licensing/Certification: Pos- 
session of a valid 2B Hoisting License 
and MA Class B CDL. 

Benefits: Dental insurance; Disability 
insurance; Employee assistance pro- 
gram; Health insurance; Life insurance; 
Paid time off; Retirement plan 
Internal/External Applicants: To be con- 
sidered for this vacancy, please submit 
the required Town of Warren Applica- 
tion for Employment, and resume no 
later than 4:00 pm, Thursday May 6, 
2021. Applications will be accepted via 
email, drop off to: Town of Warren 
Highway Department 87 Brim- 
field Rd, Warren, 01083 or mailed 
to: Warren Highway Department 
PO Box 628, Warren, Ma 01083. 
For information on accessing the 
Town's employment application and 
resume (including an email address 
for sending electronically), please visit 
the Town of Warren website, Volunteer, 
and employment. The application is at- 
tached to the job posting at: Volunteer 
and Employment Opportunities | War- 
ren, MA (warren-ma.gov) 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC. Manufacturer of metal 
shapes has a full-time opportunity for 
a Manufacturing Tool Designer. Re- 
sponsibilities include design and draft 
of cold forming tools using CAD soft- 
ware and producing tool paths for wire 
EDM machines using CAM software 
while assisting/supporting manufac- 
turing processes. Candidates should 
demonstrate a good work ethic, be de- 
pendable, have good judgment and be 
a team player. Candidates must have 
an Associate’s degree in Engineering 
with proficient reading, writing, and 
math skills, excellent communication 
skills and be able to pay close atten- 
tion to detail. Based on experience we 
offer competitive compensation and a 
comprehensive benefits package. Visit 
www.rathboneprofiles.com for employ- 
ment applications and submit online, 
via email to linda.dias@rathbone- 
profiles.com or mail to 1241 Park 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Rath- 
bone is proud to be an equal oppor- 
tunity workplace and is an affirmative 
action employer. 


TRUCK DRIVER FT - CLASS A 
CDL - Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump 
Trailer - Experience Required. RB En- 
terprises, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications ac- 
cepted between 9:00am-2:00pm M-F 
@ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbra- 
ham, MA. Paid major holidays, vaca- 
tion, medical insurance after 90 days 
and SIMPLE IRA offered. 





wi | 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
«Cats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


LAND WANTED 


WANTED!! 40+ ACRES OF 
LAND. Looking to purchase large 
acreage lot for family farm. Call Matt at 
(413) 667-7165 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 


St S| SAL 
1500 IN STOCK 


WE REPAIR BIKES 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE! 
OVER GOO IN STOCK: 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ 
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508-885 dni? 


3 www.whitcosales.com 
ee Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 














+=» Beautiful woodwork, many built in cabinets and 
wf Closets! The town of Ware has this home listed as a 
2-family home past owners had used it as a single 
| family home at one time. Utilities are not separated. 
Oil heat for the first floor, electric heat for 2nd 7 
| floor. This would be a fantastic home for an in-law >; 
situation or student living at home! Basement has 
a workshop area bulkhead exit. Town water and 
sewer. Off street parking and fenced in yard. Walking distance to Church, 
shops, restaurants and local business. Need CASH or Conventional 
financing for sale. No tenants at this time. Great investment property! 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
lial @ North East 1-978-434-1990 
se | | 109 West St.,Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 






WHERE EVERYONE GOES FORB 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 


+ LANDSCAPE STONE 
ALL SIZES 
White ¢ Blush e Blue ¢ Brown e Purple 
Red e Lt Gray e Dark Gray 


SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING 


Construction Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Concrete Sand © Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand 
Chip Stone ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


} Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
S| Pheu OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
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98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA = \ 
ry 508-885-6100 —& 
7 4 508- 885-2480 63 
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt 2 7 FS | 














www. bondsandandgravel.com Fi 


SPRING IS HERE! 


CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE AREA. 
WE HAVE led MAKE ROOM FOR NEW STOCK. 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner 
978-669-0088 










BUYING OR SELLING.... 
eS” WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 
af. * 
www.PostRoadRealty.com 
_ 


OPEN HOUSE!!! 
Saturday, May 8th, 12pm - 1:30pm 


19 ALLEN ST., WEST BROOKFIELD - $289, 900 

Move your family right in to this [7 =: aT 
great neighborhood in historic West |.— = 

Brookfield. On a dead-end street with 1 
very low traffic and other children in | 
the neighborhood. The eat-in kitchen is 
updated with stainless appliances. Hardwood floors throughout. The large 
living room has a beautiful bay window. You will love the 3 season porch. The 
large garage has storage above and a great work area in the rear. The backyard 
is long and wide. Great school system. Town seasonal events include White 
Christmas, Concerts on the Common and the annual Asparagus Festival. 


REALTOR 











Follow us on 
Facebook 


Cassie Paolucci 


174-200-3523 





MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE 




















Relocating... I can guide you every step of the way! 


Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner 
ABR, GRI,SRS,SRES,MRPLMC, CDPE, 
PSA,RENE,E-PRO,C2EX 


42 W. Main Street (Rt. 9) 
Brookfield, MA © 508-341-8299 
www.lisacaron.com 


Support Your Hometown Businesses 


t SHOP LOCAL 


-_— a 


Buying ... lam an accredited buyers representative 
Selling... I have a proven marketing plan @& 


LISA | CARON 
= 
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ye HOWE’S* 
; FARM & GARDEN Lic 


.. 4 Weare now open for the year in Paxton 

ey and New Braintree for all your flower and A 

ine vegetable plants. Your garden is a great way 5 a 
; “! to stay safe, happy and healthy all year. 








From our family to yours, please be s, ¥ 
assured we are doing everything at oe 
our business to keep you safe! i 


; 
Please wear a mask and maintain a 6 foot or% 


social distancing when visiting us. Ae 
Hand washing stations at each location. “" 


. 
a 
+98 


Visit our Paxton location for curb side 
service options. Call 508-752-8419 


134 PLEASANT ST., PAXTON 


499R UADAWICY DNA NEW QDAINTDEEL 


NAPA Conventional 
Motor Oil' 

Aceite de motor 
convencional NAPA 


7 199 /5 Qt. Jug 


$2.39 /1 ot. 


99 


/Gal. 


NAPA® 15W40 
H.D. Motor Oil’ 


Aceite de motor de alta 
capacidad NAPA 15/40 


#75122 


(NAPAD 


££ 


175 West St., Ware 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


116 Federal St. 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown 


117 West Main St., 
W. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-9947 


Lot 89 South Street 
West Warren 


$39,900 


1.73 Acres - 
280 Feet Frontage 
Town Water & Sewer 
at Street 


BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING [J] 
G COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
BECKER AGE 413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 


SAND & GRAVEL co 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


=) Vb me Moley Wale). 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, MA 


~@ a 908. 867. 0400 





santansichinis SERVED ALL DAY! 


Reservations required — Minimum table of 4 


E.B. Flatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 


Hours: Sunday-Wednesday 7AM-1:30PM 
Thursday-Saturday 7AM-8:30PM 


Memorial Day Special Edition 


n our May 27th edition, we will be honoring those fallen men and women who served 


bravely on behalf of our Nation. If your business, organization or even individually, 
would like to advertise a message of gratitude or appreciation, please contact Dan Flynn, 
dflynn @turley.com 413-297-5886 or Tim Mara, tmara @turley.comm 978-355-2254. 


MOTHER’S DAY 


NAPA AUTO PARTS’ 
WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 








«©, WINE DINNER ~ * 
BS ( af Wednesday, May 12 Wy W (=z, 
SAVY! One seating 5 PM qe 
Ae 5 courses & 6 wines iF 
$65 per person 





